[The insulin-like growth factor IGFBP-1--specific marker for preterm delivery in pregnant women with clinical symptoms].
The insulin-like growth factor IGFBP-1 is a binding protein (IBP-1), also known as placental protein (PP12), is encoded in people as IGFBP-1 gene. This gene encodes a protein in the domain of IGFBP-1 and domain thyroglobulin. During the last years highly phos-phorylated versions of IGFBP-1 (IGFBP-1 pM) have been found in decidual cells--a marker of threat for preterm birth. The quantity analysis of the insulin-like growth factor in the serum or heparinized plasma is used to locate diseases related to growth. Its levels in the plasma can scarcely be determined after birth and steadily rise with age while they reach their maximum during puberty. These levels rise constantly during pregnancy.